
 
 

 

                                                

TEXAS VICTIMS’ RIGHTS LAWS1

 
Constitution 
 
Article I, § 30 – Rights of Crime Victims 
 
a. A crime victim has the following rights:  
 

1. the right to be treated with fairness and with respect for the victim's dignity and privacy 
throughout the criminal justice process; and  

2. the right to be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the criminal justice 
process.  

 
b. On the request of a crime victim , the crime victim has the following rights:  

1. the right to notification of court proceedings;  
2. the right to be present at all public court proceedings related to the offense, unless the 

victim is to testify and the court determines that the victim's testimony would be 
materially affected if the victim hears other testimony at the trial;  

3. the right to confer with a representative of the prosecutor's office;  
4. the right to restitution; and  
5. the right to information about the conviction, sentence, imprisonment, and release of the 

accused.  
 
c. The legislature may enact laws to define the term "victim" and to enforce these and other 

rights of crime victims.  
 
d. The state, through its prosecuting attorney, has the right to enforce the rights of crime victims.  
 
e. The legislature may enact laws to provide that a judge, attorney for the state, peace officer, or 

law enforcement agency is not liable for a failure or inability to provide a right enumerated in 
this section. The failure or inability of any person to provide a right or service enumerated in 
this section may not be used by a defendant in a criminal case as a ground for appeal of post-
conviction writ of habeas corpus. A victim or guardian or legal representative of a victim has 
standing to enforce the rights enumerated in this section but does not have standing to 
participate as a party in a criminal proceeding or to contest the disposition of any charge. 

 
 
Statutes 
 

 
1 Not intended to be exhaustive. 



 

Code of Criminal Procedure; Title I, Code of Criminal Procedure of 1965; Miscellaneous 
Proceedings; Chapter 56, Rights of Crime Victims 
 
Subchapter A, Crime Victims’ Rights 
 
§ 56.01 – Definitions 
 
In this chapter: 
 
(1) "Close relative of a deceased victim" means a person who was the spouse of a deceased 

victim at the time of the victim's death or who is a parent or adult brother, sister, or child of 
the deceased victim. 

 
(2) "Guardian of a victim" means a person who is the legal guardian of the victim, whether or not 

the legal relationship between the guardian and victim exists because of the age of the victim 
or the physical or mental incompetency of the victim. 

 
(3) "Victim" means a person who is the victim of the offense of sexual assault, kidnapping, 

aggravated robbery, or injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual or who has 
suffered personal injury or death as a result of the criminal conduct of another. 

 
 
§ 56.02 – Crime victims’ rights 
 
(a) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim is entitled to the 

following rights within the criminal justice system: 
 

(1) the right to receive from law enforcement agencies adequate protection from harm and 
threats of harm arising from cooperation with prosecution efforts; 

 
(2) the right to have the magistrate take the safety of the victim or his family into 

consideration as an element in fixing the amount of bail for the accused; 
 
(3) the right, if requested, to be informed: 
 

(A) by the attorney representing the state of relevant court proceedings, including 
appellate proceedings, and to be informed if those proceedings have been canceled or 
rescheduled prior to the event; and 

 
(B) by an appellate court of decisions of the court, after the decisions are entered but 

before the decisions are made public; 
 
(4) the right to be informed, when requested, by a peace officer concerning the defendant's 

right to bail and the procedures in criminal investigations and by the district attorney's 
office concerning the general procedures in the criminal justice system, including general 

Texas — Victims’ Rights Laws 
Page 2 of 14 



 

procedures in guilty plea negotiations and arrangements, restitution, and the appeals and 
parole process; 

 
(5) the right to provide pertinent information to a probation department conducting a 

presentencing investigation concerning the impact of the offense on the victim and his 
family by testimony, written statement, or any other manner prior to any sentencing of 
the offender; 

 
(6) the right to receive information regarding compensation to victims of crime as provided 

by Subchapter B, (fn 1) including information related to the costs that may be 
compensated under that subchapter and the amount of compensation, eligibility for 
compensation, and procedures for application for compensation under that subchapter, 
the payment for a medical examination under Article 56.06 for a victim of a sexual 
assault, and when requested, to referral to available social service agencies that may offer 
additional assistance; 

 
(7) the right to be informed, upon request, of parole procedures, to participate in the parole 

process, to be notified, if requested, of parole proceedings concerning a defendant in the 
victim's case, to provide to the Board of Pardons and Paroles (fn 2) for inclusion in the 
defendant's file information to be considered by the board prior to the parole of any 
defendant convicted of any crime subject to this subchapter, and to be notified, if 
requested, of the defendant's release; 

 
(8) the right to be provided with a waiting area, separate or secure from other witnesses, 

including the offender and relatives of the offender, before testifying in any proceeding 
concerning the offender; if a separate waiting area is not available, other safeguards 
should be taken to minimize the victim's contact with the offender and the offender's 
relatives and witnesses, before and during court proceedings; 

 
(9) the right to prompt return of any property of the victim that is held by a law enforcement 

agency or the attorney for the state as evidence when the property is no longer required 
for that purpose; 

 
(10) the right to have the attorney for the state notify the employer of the victim, if requested, 

of the necessity of the victim's cooperation and testimony in a proceeding that may 
necessitate the absence of the victim from work for good cause; 

 
(11) the right to counseling, on request, regarding acquired immune deficiency syndrome 

(AIDS) and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection and testing for acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, 
antibodies to HIV, or infection with any other probable causative agent of AIDS, if the 
offense is an offense under Section 21.11(a)(1), 22.011, or 22.021, Penal Code; 

 
(12) the right to request victim-offender mediation coordinated by the victim services 

division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice; 
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(13) the right to be informed of the uses of a victim impact statement and the statement's 
purpose in the criminal justice system, to complete the victim impact statement, and to 
have the victim impact statement considered: 

 
(A) by the attorney representing the state and the judge before sentencing or before a plea 

bargain agreement is accepted; and 
 
(B) by the Board of Pardons and Paroles before an inmate is released on parole; and 

 
(14) except as provided by Article 56.06(a), for a victim of a sexual assault, the right to a 

forensic medical examination if the sexual assault is reported to a law enforcement 
agency within 96 hours of the assault. 

 
(b) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim is entitled to the right to 

be present at all public court proceedings related to the offense, subject to the approval of the 
judge in the case. 

 
(c) The office of the attorney representing the state, and the sheriff, police, and other law 

enforcement agencies shall ensure to the extent practicable that a victim, guardian of a 
victim, or close relative of a deceased victim is afforded the rights granted by Subsection (a) 
of this article and, on request, an explanation of those rights. 

 
(d) A judge, attorney for the state, peace officer, or law enforcement agency is not liable for a 

failure or inability to provide a right enumerated in this article. The failure or inability of any 
person to provide a right or service enumerated in this article may not be used by a defendant 
in a criminal case as a ground for appeal, a ground to set aside the conviction or sentence, or 
a ground in a habeas corpus petition. A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a 
deceased victim does not have standing to participate as a party in a criminal proceeding or to 
contest the disposition of any charge. 

 
(fn 1:  Vernon’s Ann C.C.P. art. 56.31 et seq.) 
(fn 2:  References to the Board of Pardons and Paroles shall mean either the Board of Pardons 
and Paroles or the pardon and paroles division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice as 
provided by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 785, § 1.20(f)(2) as amended by Acts 1990, 71st Leg., 6th 
C.S., ch. 25, § 5)
 
 
§ 56.03 – Victim impact statement 
 
(a) The Texas Crime Victim Clearinghouse, with the participation of the Texas Adult Probation 

Commission and the Board of Pardons and Paroles, shall develop a form to be used by law 
enforcement agencies, prosecutors, and other participants in the criminal justice system to 
record the impact of an offense on a victim of the offense, guardian of a victim, or a close 
relative of a deceased victim and to provide the agencies, prosecutors, and participants with 
information needed to contact the victim, guardian, or relative if needed at any stage of a 
prosecution of a person charged with the offense. The Texas Crime Victim Clearinghouse, 
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with the participation of the Texas Adult Probation Commission and the Board of Pardons 
and Paroles, (fn 1) shall also develop a victims' information booklet that provides a general 
explanation of the criminal justice system to victims of an offense, guardians of victims, and 
relatives of deceased victims. 

 
(b) The victim impact statement must be in a form designed to inform a victim, guardian of a 

victim, or a close relative of a deceased victim with a clear statement of rights provided by 
Article 56.02 of this code and to collect the following information: 

 
(1) the name of the victim of the offense or, if the victim has a legal guardian or is deceased, 

the name of a guardian or close relative of the victim; 
 
(2) the address and telephone number of the victim, guardian, or relative through which the 

victim, guardian of a victim, or a close relative of a deceased victim, may be contacted; 
 
(3) a statement of economic loss suffered by the victim, guardian, or relative as a result of the 

offense; 
 
(4) a statement of any physical or psychological injury suffered by the victim, guardian, or 

relative as a result of the offense, as described by the victim, guardian, relative, or by a 
physician or counselor; 

 
(5) a statement of any psychological services requested as a result of the offense; 
 
(6) a statement of any change in the victim's, guardian's, or relative's personal welfare or 

familial relationship as a result of the offense; 
 
(7) a statement as to whether or not the victim, guardian, or relative wishes to be notified in 

the future of any parole hearing for the defendant and an explanation as to the procedures 
by which the victim, guardian, or relative may obtain information concerning the release 
of the defendant from the Texas Department of Corrections; and 

 
(8) any other information, other than facts related to the commission of the offense, related to 

the impact of the offense on the victim, guardian, or relative. 
 
(c) The victim assistance coordinator, designated in Article 56.04(a) of this code, shall send to a 

victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim a victim impact statement, 
a victims' information booklet, and an application for compensation under Subchapter B, 
Chapter 56, (fn 2) along with an offer to assist in completing those forms on request. The 
victim assistance coordinator, on request, shall explain the possible use and consideration of 
the victim impact statement at sentencing and future parole hearing of the offender. 

 
(d) If a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim states on the victim 

impact statement that he wishes to be notified of parole proceedings, the victim, guardian, or 
relative is responsible for notifying the Board of Pardons and Paroles of any change of 
address. 
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(e) Prior to the imposition of a sentence by the court in a criminal case, the court, if it has 

received a victim impact statement, shall consider the information provided in the statement. 
Before sentencing the defendant, the court shall permit the defendant or his counsel a 
reasonable time to read the statement, excluding the victim's name, address, and telephone 
number, comment on the statement, and, with the approval of the court, introduce testimony 
or other information alleging a factual inaccuracy in the statement. If the court sentences the 
defendant to a term of community supervision, the court shall forward any victim's impact 
statement received in the case to the community supervision and corrections department 
supervising the defendant, along with the papers in the case. 

 
(f) The court may not inspect a victim impact statement until after a finding of guilt or until 

deferred adjudication (fn 3) is ordered and the contents of the statement may not be disclosed 
to any person unless: 

 
(1) the defendant pleads guilty or nolo contendere or is convicted of the offense; or 
(2) the defendant in writing authorizes the court to inspect the statement. 

 
(g) A victim impact statement is subject to discovery under Article 39.14 of this code before the 

testimony of the victim is taken only if the court determines that the statement contains 
exculpatory material. 

 
(h) Not later than December 1 of each odd-numbered year, the Texas Crime Victim 

Clearinghouse, with the participation of the Texas Adult Probation Commission and the 
Board of Pardons and Paroles, shall update the victim impact statement form and any other 
information provided by the commission to victims, guardians of victims, and relatives of 
deceased victims, if necessary, to reflect changes in law relating to criminal justice and the 
rights of victims and guardians and relatives of victims. 

 
(i) In addition to the information described by Subsections (b)(1)-(8), the victim impact 

statement must be in a form designed to collect information on whether, if the victim is a 
child, there is an existing court order granting to the defendant possession of or access to the 
victim. If information collected under this subsection indicates the defendant is granted 
access or possession under court order and the defendant is subsequently confined by the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice as a result of the commission of the offense, the victim 
services office of the department shall contact the court issuing the order before the 
defendant is released from the department on parole or mandatory supervision. 

 
(fn 1:  References to the Board of Pardons and Paroles shall mean either the Board of Pardons 
and Paroles or the pardon and paroles division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice as 
provided by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 785, § 1.20(f)(2) as amended by Acts 1990, 71st Leg., 6th 
C.S., ch. 25, § 5) 
(fn 2:  Vernon's Ann. C.C.P. art. 56.31 et seq.) 
(fn 3:  A reference to "probation" or "deferred adjudication" means "community supervision", 
pursuant to Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 900, § 4.04(a)) 
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§ 56.04 – Victim assistance coordinator; crime victim liaison 
 
(a) The district attorney, criminal district attorney, or county attorney who prosecutes criminal 

cases shall designate a person to serve as victim assistance coordinator in that jurisdiction. 
 
(b) The duty of the victim assistance coordinator is to ensure that a victim, guardian of a victim, 

or close relative of a deceased victim is afforded the rights granted victims, guardians, and 
relatives by Article 56.02 of this code. The victim assistance coordinator shall work closely 
with appropriate law enforcement agencies, prosecuting attorneys, the Board of Pardons and 
Paroles, (fn 1) and the judiciary in carrying out that duty. 

 
(c) Each local law enforcement agency shall designate one person to serve as the agency's crime 

victim liaison. Each agency shall consult with the victim assistance coordinator in the office 
of the attorney representing the state to determine the most effective manner in which the 
crime victim liaison can perform the duties imposed on the crime victim liaison under this 
article. 

 
(d) The duty of the crime victim liaison is to ensure that a victim, guardian of a victim, or close 

relative of a deceased victim is afforded the rights granted victims, guardians, or close 
relatives of deceased victims by Subdivisions (4), (6), and (9) of Article 56.02(a) of this 
code. 

 
(e) The victim assistance coordinator shall send a copy of a victim impact statement to the court 

sentencing the defendant. If the court sentences the defendant to imprisonment in the Texas 
Department of Corrections, (fn 2) it shall attach the copy of the victim impact statement to 
the commitment papers. 

 
(fn 1:  References to the Board of Pardons and Paroles shall mean the Board of Pardons and 
Paroles division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 785, § 
1.20(f)(2))
(fn 2:  References to the Texas Department of Corrections shall mean the institutional division of 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 785, § 1.19(f))
 
 
§ 56.045 – Presence of an Advocate or Representative During Forensic Medical Exam 
 
(a) Before conducting a forensic medical examination of a person who consents to such an 

examination for the collection of evidence for an alleged sexual assault, the physician or 
other medical services personnel conducting the examination shall offer the person the 
opportunity to have an advocate from a sexual assault program as defined by Section 
420.003, Government Code, who has completed a sexual assault training program described 
by Section 420.011(b), Government Code, present with the person during the examination, if 
the advocate is available at the time of the examination. 

 
(b) The advocate may only provide the injured person with: 
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(1) counseling and other support services; and 
 
(2) information regarding the rights of crime victims under Article 56. 02. 

 
(c) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), the advocate and the sexual assault program providing the 

advocate may not delay or otherwise impede the screening or stabilization of an emergency 
medical condition. 

 
(d) The sexual assault program providing the advocate shall pay all costs associated with 

providing the advocate. 
 
(e) Any individual or entity, including a health care facility, that provides an advocate with 

access to a person consenting to an examination under Subsection (a) is not subject to civil or 
criminal liability for providing that access. In this subsection, "health care facility" includes a 
hospital licensed under Chapter 241, Health and Safety Code. 

 
(f) If a person alleging to have sustained injuries as the victim of a sexual assault was confined in 

a penal institution, as defined by Section 1.07, Penal Code, at the time of the alleged assault, 
the penal institution shall provide, at the person's request, a representative to be present with 
the person at any forensic medical examination conducted for the purpose of collecting and 
preserving evidence related to the investigation or prosecution of the alleged assault. The 
representative may only provide the injured person with counseling and other support 
services and with information regarding the rights of crime victims under Article 56.02 and 
may not delay or otherwise impede the screening or stabilization of an emergency medical 
condition. The representative must be approved by the penal institution and must be a: 
(1) psychologist; 
(2) sociologist; 
(3) chaplain; 
(4) social worker; 
(5) case manager; or 
(6) volunteer who has completed a sexual assault training program described by Section 

420.011(b), Government Code. 
 
 
§ 56.05 – Reports Required 
 
(a) The Board of Pardons and Paroles, the Texas Adult Probation Commission, and the Texas 

Crime Victim Clearinghouse, designated as the planning body for the purposes of this article, 
shall develop a survey plan to maintain statistics on the numbers and types of persons to 
whom state and local agencies provide victim impact statements during each year. 

 
(b) At intervals specified in the plan, the planning body may require any state or local agency to 

submit, in a form prescribed for the reporting of the information, statistical data on the 
numbers and types of persons to whom the agency provides victim impact statements and 
any other information required by the planning body. The form must be designed to protect 
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the privacy of persons afforded rights under this chapter and to determine whether the 
selected agency or office is making a good faith effort to protect the rights of the persons 
served. 

 
(c) The Texas Crime Victim Clearinghouse shall develop crime victim assistance standards and 

distribute those standards to law enforcement officers and attorneys representing the state to 
aid those officers and prosecutors in performing duties imposed by this chapter. 

 
 
§ 56.06 – Medical Examination for Sexual Assault Victim; costs 
 
(a) If a sexual assault is reported to a law enforcement agency within 96 hours of the assault, the 

law enforcement agency, with the consent of the victim, a person authorized to act on behalf 
of the victim, or an employee of the Department of Family and Protective Services, shall 
request a medical examination of the victim of the alleged assault for use in the investigation 
or prosecution of the offense. A law enforcement agency may decline to request a medical 
examination under this subsection only if the person reporting the sexual assault has made 
one or more false reports of sexual assault to any law enforcement agency and if there is no 
other evidence to corroborate the current allegations of sexual assault. 

 
(b) If a sexual assault is not reported within the period described by Subsection (a), on receiving 

the consent described by that subsection the law enforcement agency may request a medical 
examination of a victim of an alleged sexual assault as considered appropriate by the agency. 

 
(c) A law enforcement agency that requests a medical examination of a victim of an alleged 

sexual assault for use in the investigation or prosecution of the offense shall pay all costs of 
the examination. On application to the attorney general, the law enforcement agency is 
entitled to be reimbursed for the reasonable costs of that examination if the examination was 
performed by a physician or by a sexual assault examiner or sexual assault nurse examiner, 
as defined by Section 420.003, Government Code. 

 
(d) A law enforcement agency or prosecuting attorney's office may pay all costs related to the 

testimony of a licensed health care professional in a criminal proceeding regarding the results 
of the medical examination or manner in which it was performed. 

 
(e) This article does not require a law enforcement agency to pay any costs of treatment for 

injuries. 
 
 
§ 56.07 – Notification 
 
(a) At the initial contact or at the earliest possible time after the initial contact between the victim 

of a reported crime and the law enforcement agency having the responsibility for 
investigating that crime, that agency shall provide the victim a written notice containing: 

 
(1) information about the availability of emergency and medical services, if applicable; 
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(2) notice that the victim has the right to receive information regarding compensation to 

victims of crime as provided by Subchapter B, Chapter 56, (fn 1) including information 
about: 

 
(A) the costs that may be compensated under that Act and the amount of compensation, 

eligibility for compensation, and procedures for application for compensation under 
that Act; 

(B) the payment for a medical examination for a victim of a sexual assault under Article 
56.06 of this code; and 

(C) referral to available social service agencies that may offer additional assistance; 
 
(3) the name, address, and phone number of the law enforcement agency's victim assistance 

liaison; 
 
(4) the address, phone number, and name of the crime victim assistance coordinator of the 

office of the attorney representing the state; 
 
(5) the following statement: 
 

"You may call the law enforcement agency's telephone number for the status of the case 
and information about victims' rights"; and 
 

(6) the rights of crime victims under Article 56.02 of this code. 
 
(b) At the same time a law enforcement agency provides notice under Subsection (a), the agency 

shall provide, if the agency possesses the relevant information, a referral to a sexual assault 
program as defined by Section 420.003, Government Code, and a written description of the 
services provided by that program. A sexual assault program may provide a written 
description of its services to a law enforcement agency. 

 
(fn 1:  Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. art 56.31 et seq.) 
 
 
§ 56.08 – Notification of rights by attorney representing the state 
 
(a) Not later than the 10th day after the date that an indictment or information is returned against 

a defendant for an offense, the attorney representing the state shall give to each victim of the 
offense a written notice containing: 

 
(1) a brief general statement of each procedural stage in the processing of a criminal case, 

including bail, plea bargaining, parole restitution, and appeal; 
 
(2) notification of the rights and procedures under this chapter; 
 
(3) suggested steps the victim may take if the victim is subjected to threats or intimidation; 
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(4) notification of the right to receive information regarding compensation to victims of 

crime as provided by Subchapter B (fn 1) of this chapter, including information about: 
 
(A) the costs that may be compensated under Subchapter B of this chapter, eligibility for 

compensation, and procedures for application for compensation under Subchapter B 
of this chapter; 

 
(B) the payment for a medical examination for a victim of a sexual assault under Article 

56.06 of this code; and 
 
(C) referral to available social service agencies that may offer additional assistance; 

 
(5) the name, address, and phone number of the local victim assistance coordinator; 
 
(6) the case number and assigned court for the case; 
 
(7) the right to file a victim impact statement with the office of the attorney representing the 

state and the pardons and paroles division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice; 
and 

 
(8) notification of the right of a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 

victim, as defined by Section 508.117, Government Code, to appear in person before a 
member of the Board of Pardons and Paroles as provided by Section 508.153, 
Government Code. 

 
(b) If requested by the victim, the attorney representing the state, as far as reasonably practical, 

shall give to the victim notice of any scheduled court proceedings, changes in that schedule, 
the filing of a request for continuance of a trial setting, and any plea agreements to be 
presented to the court. 

 
(c) A victim who receives a notice under Subsection (a) of this article and who chooses to 

receive other notice under law about the same case must keep the following persons informed 
of the victim's current address and phone number: 
 
(1) the attorney representing the state; and 
 
(2) the pardons and paroles division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice if after 

sentencing the defendant is confined in the institutional division. 
 
(d) An attorney representing the state who receives information concerning a victim's current 

address and phone number shall immediately provide that information to the community 
supervision and corrections department supervising the defendant, if the defendant is placed 
on community supervision. 
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(e) The brief general statement describing the plea bargaining stage in a criminal trial required by 
Subsection (a)(1) shall include a statement that: 

 
(1) the victim impact statement provided by the victim, guardian of a victim, or close 

relative of a deceased victim will be considered by the attorney representing the state 
in entering into the plea bargain agreement; and 

 
(2) the judge before accepting the plea bargain is required under Section 26.13(e) to ask: 

(A) whether a victim impact statement has been returned to the attorney; and 
(B) if a statement has been returned, for a copy of the statement. 

 
(fn 1:  Vernon's Ann. C.C.P. art. 56.31 et seq.) 

  
 
 
§ 56.09 – Victim’s right to privacy 
 
As far as reasonably practical, the address of the victim may not be a part of the court file except 
as necessary to identify the place of the crime. The phone number of the victim may not be a part 
of the court file. 
 
 
§ 56.10 – Victim’s discovery attendance 
 
Unless absolutely necessary, victims or witnesses who are not incarcerated may not be required 
to attend depositions in a correctional facility. 
 

 
§ 56.11 – Notification to Victim or Release or Escape of Defendant 
 
(a) The Texas Department of Criminal Justice or the sheriff, whichever has custody of the 

defendant in the case of a felony, or the sheriff in the case of a misdemeanor, shall notify the 
victim of the offense whenever a person convicted of an offense described by Subsection (c): 

 
(1) completes the person's sentence and is released; or 
 
(2) escapes from a correctional facility. 

 
(b) If the Texas Department of Criminal Justice is required by Subsection (a) to give notice to the 

victim of an offense, the department shall also give notice to local law enforcement officials 
in the county in which the victim resides. 

 
(c) This article applies to a person convicted of an offense described by Section 508.187(a), 

Government Code, or an offense involving family violence, stalking, or violation of a 
protective order or magistrate's order. 
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(d) It is the responsibility of a victim desiring notification of the offender's release to provide the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice or the sheriff, as appropriate, with the address and 
telephone number of the victim or other person through whom the victim may be contacted 
and to notify the department or the sheriff of any change of address or telephone number of 
the victim or other person. Information obtained and maintained by the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice or a sheriff under this subsection is privileged and confidential. 

 
(e) The Texas Department of Criminal Justice or the sheriff, as appropriate, shall make a 

reasonable attempt to give the notice required by Subsection (a): 
 

(1) not later than the 30th day before the person completes the sentence and is released; or 
 
(2) immediately if the person escapes from the correctional facility. 

 
(f) An attempt by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice or the sheriff to give notice to the 

victim at the victim's last known address, as shown on the records of the department or 
agency, constitutes a reasonable attempt to give notice under this article. 

 
(g) In this article: 

(1) "Correctional facility" has the meaning assigned by Section 1.07, Penal Code. 
 
(2) "Family violence" has the meaning assigned by Section 71.004, Family Code. 

 
 
§ 56.12 – Notification of Escape or Transfer 
 
(a) The Texas Department of Criminal Justice shall immediately notify the victim of an offense, 

the victim's guardian, or the victim's close relative, if the victim is deceased, if the victim, 
victim's guardian, or victim's close relative has notified the institutional division as provided 
by Subsection (b) of this article, whenever the offender: 

 
(1) escapes from a facility operated by the institutional division; or 
 
(2) is transferred from the custody of the institutional division to the custody of a peace 

officer under a writ of attachment or a bench warrant. 
 
(b) It is the responsibility of the victim, guardian, or close relative desiring notification of an 

offender's escape or transfer from custody under a writ of attachment or bench warrant to 
notify the Texas Department of Criminal Justice of the desire for notification and any change 
of address. 

 
(c) In providing notice under Subsection (a)(2), the institutional division shall include the name, 

address, and telephone number of the peace officer receiving the inmate into custody. On 
returning the inmate to the custody of the institutional division, the victim services division 
of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice shall notify the victim, the victim's guardian, or 
the victim's close relative if the victim is deceased, of that fact. 
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§ 56.13 – Victim –Offender Mediation 
 
The victim services division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice shall: 
 
(1) train volunteers to act as mediators between victims, guardians of victims, and close relatives 

of deceased victims and offenders whose criminal conduct caused bodily injury or death to 
victims; and 

 
(2) provide mediation services through referral of a trained volunteer, if requested by a victim, 

guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim. 
 
 
§ 56.14 – Clearinghouse Annual Conference 
 
(a) The Texas Crime Victim Clearinghouse may conduct an annual conference to provide to 

participants in the criminal justice system training containing information on crime victims' 
rights. 

 
(b) The clearinghouse may charge fees to persons attending the conference described by 

Subsection (a).   
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