The ABCs of Planning Your Research[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Adapted from Suzanne Rowe, Oregon Legal Research (2003), p. 9.] 


Before you can make and execute a plan, read your facts and review the file carefully and more than once. Do you understand who, what, where, when, and how?  

A. For each issue, jot down answers to the following questions: 	

· Are you clear who the parties are?  _________________________________
· Do you understand their posture on appeal?  _________________________________
· What is their relationship to each other?  _________________________________
· What is the subject matter or item involved? _________________________________
· Where did the events occur?  _________________________________
· What timing is important?  Do you understand the sequence of events?  
· What relief does any party seek?  Is money involved?  Does any party want a court order     for the other party to do or stop doing something?  Are there any criminal sanctions, including penalties involved?  _________________________________ 
· What jurisdiction are you in?  _________________________________
· If you are in federal court, what circuit?  _________________________________
· Do you know what trial courts are within the jurisdiction?  _______________________________ 
· Are you clear what cases will be mandatory authority in the jurisdiction?  _______________________________ 
· You can find a jurisdictional map in the front of West reporters: see F.2d, F.3d. F. Supp., and F.R.D.  Be sure you know which cases are reported in each of those volumes.	
· Is this a civil or criminal case?  ___________________
· Can you describe a legal theory or cause of action that might apply?  _________________________________ 
· What is the procedural posture of your case?  What happened in the court below? [For example, was the case dismissed?  Decided on summary judgment? At trial?]  _________________________________
  	
B. Then think of phrases or words that might apply to these facts and issues. Be sure to think of words that may lead you to statutory provisions. 

C. The next step is to frame a preliminary issue statement for every issue. Draft your preliminary questions here: 
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