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Model Rule 1.1 (Competence) 
A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client. Competent representation requires the legal 
knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation reasonably necessary for the representation. 
 
Model Rule 1.2 (Scope of Representation and Allocation of Authority between Client and Lawyer) 

a) Subject to paragraphs (c) and (d), a lawyer shall abide by a client's decisions concerning the 
objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall consult with the client as to the 
means by which they are to be pursued. A lawyer may take such action on behalf of the client as 
is impliedly authorized to carry out the representation. A lawyer shall abide by a client's decision 
whether to settle a matter. In a criminal case, the lawyer shall abide by the client's decision, after 
consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive jury trial and whether 
the client will testify. 

b) A lawyer's representation of a client, including representation by appointment, does not constitute 
an endorsement of the client's political, economic, social or moral views or activities. 

c) A lawyer may limit the scope of the representation if the limitation is reasonable under the 
circumstances and the client gives informed consent. 

d) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or assist a client, in conduct that the lawyer knows 
is criminal or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal consequences of any proposed course 
of conduct with a client and may counsel or assist a client to make a good faith effort to 
determine the validity, scope, meaning or application of the law. 

 
Model Rule 1.4 (Communication) 

a) A lawyer shall: 
1) promptly inform the client of any decision or circumstance with respect to which the client's 

informed consent, as defined in Rule 1.0(e), is required by these Rules; 
2) reasonably consult with the client about the means by which the client's objectives are to be 

accomplished; 
3) keep the client reasonably informed about the status of the matter; 
4) promptly comply with reasonable requests for information; and 
5) consult with the client about any relevant limitation on the lawyer's conduct when the lawyer 

knows that the client expects assistance not permitted by the Rules of Professional Conduct 
or other law. 

b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the client to make 
informed decisions regarding the representation. 

 
Model Rule 1.6 (Confidentiality of Information) 

a) A lawyer shall not reveal information relating to the representation of a client unless the client 
gives informed consent, the disclosure is impliedly authorized in order to carry out the 
representation or the disclosure is permitted by paragraph (b). 

b) A lawyer may reveal information relating to the representation of a client to the extent the lawyer 
reasonably believes necessary: 
1) to prevent reasonably certain death or substantial bodily harm; 
2) to prevent the client from committing a crime or fraud that is reasonably certain to result in 

substantial injury to the financial interests or property of another and in furtherance of which 
the client has used or is using the lawyer's services; 



3) to prevent, mitigate or rectify substantial injury to the financial interests or property of 
another that is reasonably certain to result or has resulted from the client's commission of a 
crime or fraud in furtherance of which the client has used the lawyer's services; 

4) to secure legal advice about the lawyer's compliance with these Rules; 
5) to establish a claim or defense on behalf of the lawyer in a controversy between the lawyer 

and the client, to establish a defense to a criminal charge or civil claim against the lawyer 
based upon conduct in which the client was involved, or to respond to allegations in any 
proceeding concerning the lawyer's representation of the client; or 

6) to comply with other law or a court order. 
 
Model Rule 1.7 (Conflict of Interest: Current Clients) 

a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a lawyer shall not represent a client if the representation 
involves a concurrent conflict of interest. A concurrent conflict of interest exists if: 
1) the representation of one client will be directly adverse to another client; or 
2) there is a significant risk that the representation of one or more clients will be materially 

limited by the lawyer's responsibilities to another client, a former client or a third person or 
by a personal interest of the lawyer. 

b) Notwithstanding the existence of a concurrent conflict of interest under paragraph (a), a lawyer 
may represent a client if: 
1) the lawyer reasonably believes that the lawyer will be able to provide competent and diligent 

representation to each affected client; 
2) the representation is not prohibited by law; 
3) the representation does not involve the assertion of a claim by one client against another 

client represented by the lawyer in the same litigation or other proceeding before a tribunal; 
and 

4) each affected client gives informed consent, confirmed in writing. 
 
Model Rule 1.14 (Client with Diminished Capacity) 

a) When a client's capacity to make adequately considered decisions in connection with a 
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment or for some other 
reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a normal client-lawyer 
relationship with the client. 

b) When the lawyer reasonably believes that the client has diminished capacity, is at risk of 
substantial physical, financial or other harm unless action is taken and cannot adequately act in 
the client's own interest, the lawyer may take reasonably necessary protective action, including 
consulting with individuals or entities that have the ability to take action to protect the client and, 
in appropriate cases, seeking the appointment of a guardian ad litem, conservator or guardian. 

c) Information relating to the representation of a client with diminished capacity is protected by 
Rule 1.6. When taking protective action pursuant to paragraph (b), the lawyer is impliedly 
authorized under Rule 1.6(a) to reveal information about the client, but only to the extent 
reasonably necessary to protect the client's interests. 

 
Model Rule 4.2 (Communication with Person Represented by Counsel) 
In representing a client, a lawyer shall not communicate about the subject of the representation with a 
person the lawyer knows to be represented by another lawyer in the matter, unless the lawyer has the 
consent of the other lawyer or is authorized to do so by law or a court order. 
 
Model Rule 8.4 (Misconduct) 
It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to: 

a) violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist or induce 
another to do so, or do so through the acts of another; 



b) commit a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as 
a lawyer in other respects; 

c) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation; 
d) engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice; 
e) state or imply an ability to influence improperly a government agency or official or to achieve 

results by means that violate the Rules of Professional Conduct or other law; or 
f) knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of applicable rules of 

judicial conduct or other law. 
 
 


