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This book explores how constitutional interpreters reconcile the competing values that underpin 

American federalism, with real consequences for governance that require local and national 

collaboration.  Drawing examples from Hurricane Katrina, climate governance, health care 

reform, and other problems of local and national authority, the author demonstrates how the 

Supreme Court’s federalism jurisprudence can inhibit effective inter-jurisdictional governance 

by failing to navigate the tensions within federalism itself. 


