
 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 

 

REPORT REGARDING CONDITION OF GRANDLANDS CIRCUS PERFORMING 

ELEPHANTS IN WEST EDMOND, TEXAS, DATED JUNE 21, 2011 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Criteria used to make this evaluation were derived from the standards of the Association 

of Zoos and Aquariums (“AZA”) and the standards of the American Veterinary Medical 

Association (“AVMA”), which inform this evaluator’s opinions and findings.  These 

criteria were further informed by this evaluator’s own experience, as well as observations 

made during the unloading of the animals, examination of the cars in which the animals 

were transported, visual inspection of the animals, review of certain medical histories 

provided by Grandlands Circus, and this evaluator’s observations made before, during, 

and after the performances.   

 

FINDINGS REGARDING THE FIVE ASIAN ELEPHANTS (ELEPHAS MAXIMUS) 

 

Five female elephants were observed during the time frame of Friday, June 2, 2011 

through Sunday, June 19, 2011.   These observations took place at random times and 

intervals.   

 

The two youngest elephants have been owned by Grandlands for one year.  The three 

oldest elephants have been owned by Grandlands for between 6 and 12 years.  

 

Upon arrival:  Prior to being unloaded from their cars, several of the elephants 

demonstrated stereotypic behavior of stress, such as exaggerated swaying from side to 

side.  Such stereotypic behaviors can result in nail cracks, caused by abnormal pressure on 

the nails.   

 

Upon unloading:  All five elephants appear stiff and unsteady upon being unloaded, with 

diminished range of motion.   The elephants appeared fatigued and showed no interest in 

their surroundings.   Examination of the transport cars reveals that all five elephants 

remained tethered during the duration of their journey, the most recent journey being 

approximately 30 hours.  The elephants were transported in two separate cars with an 

average of approximately 350 square feet per elephant.  The elephants are also kept 

tethered in these same transportation cars when not performing or being warmed up or 

cooled down for performances.  Performance warm-ups and cool-downs usually last 

around two total hours per performance. 

 

During performance rehearsal:  The elephants were required to performing a series of 

choreographed exercises, always turning clockwise.  All laydown routines required them  



 

 

 

 

 

to lay on their left sides.  The performances of the younger two elephants were completed 

without hesitation or noticeable signs of discomfort.  These two elephants seemed 

disinterested during the performance and performed mechanically.  The three oldest 

elephants approached the rehearsal area slowly and exhibited stiffness and an observable 

degree of lameness.  However, when they began performing at a rapid pace, these issues 

became less noticeable.  Despite the increased pace during performing, the oldest elephant 

showed reluctance to perform hind leg stands.   No external signs of injury were apparent 

on the elephants, including on their skin.   

 

Review of medical records:  Not all medical records were provided, despite request.   

However, the available medical records revealed that two of the elephants were treated in 

the past two years for possible tuberculosis, and leg lameness.  All five elephants had been 

treated for nail cracks, with the three oldest elephants (ages 32, 25 and 40) having been 

treated for varying degrees of arthritis.  Although treatment with analgesics may minimize 

discomfort and swelling, it is likely that the conditions will continue to deteriorate with 

repeated performances.  This conclusion is supported by the veterinary texts indicating 

that “[o]steoarthritis occurs in older equine, zebra and pachyderm.  The articular cartilage 

is usually destroyed, leaving a raw painful boney surface.”  This suggests that the 

condition of the three oldest elephants will continue to deteriorate over time.  All 

elephants are receiving non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDS).  The oldest 

elephant had been treated for chronic severe nail bed abscesses.   

 

CONCLUSION 

 

It is my opinion that the three oldest elephants are suffering from chronic pain, arthritis, 

and are effectively crippled.  These elephants should be retired from performing.  The two 

youngest elephants appear to be in an acceptable physical condition. All of the elephants 

are exposed to forced, non-species typical behaviors that include rigorous and repetitive 

activities.   

 

RELEVANT GUIDELINES CONSIDERED 

 

The AZA Standards for Elephant Management and Care minimum standards for indoor 

space recommend that at least 400 square feet of space per animal be provided.  

(Association of Zoos and Aquariums, Standards for Elephant Management and Care, 

adopted 21 March 2001 [updated 5 May 2003].)   With respect to tethering, the “AVMA 

only supports the use of tethers for the shortest time required for specific management 

purposes.” (AVMA, policy, elephant guides and tethers, located at www.avma.org.).  Both 

the AZA Standards for Elephant Management and Care and the AVMA policy on guides 

and tethering are appended to this report.  



 



 



 





 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 


