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change—environmental justice actors raised several important 
questions in the wake of what came to be called the “death of 



 
environmentalism debates.” This Article examines the issues 
raised by environmental justice actors and how the larger 
environmental community can learn valuable lessons from the 
experience of the environmental justice movement. 
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America’s history of environmental injustice in minority and low-
income communities extends to schools located in those 
communities. Numerous students are forced to attend schools 
located near polluting facilities or in buildings that threaten their 
health. Environmental justice advocacy must incorporate 
creative litigation and policy strategies for protecting the most 
vulnerable members of our communities: our children. 
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This Article considers EPA’s controversial rule governing 
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mercury contamination are visited disproportionately upon 
American Indian tribes and their members, EPA should have 
proceeded differently. While EPA purported to consider 
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which it worked. 
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In order to silence political dissent and protect the profit margins 
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why it is inappropriate. 
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When it was drafted in 1989, the Basel Convention on the Control 
of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal embodied an agreement with the potential to propel the 
principles of environmental justice into the international 
decision-making arena. However, as a recent disaster in Côte 
d’Ivoire makes clear, it has failed to shield developing nations 
from bearing a disproportionately large share of environmental 



 
burdens. This Comment analyzes the primary obstacles 
preventing the Basel Convention from achieving environmental 
justice. It then proposes that making a few key changes to 
strengthen the Convention’s weakest provisions, rather than 
simply imposing a total ban on trade to developing nations, 
would not only protect developing nations but also economically 
empower them, resulting in more environmentally just 
international negotiations. 
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