
Oregon	  Legisla-ve	  History	  Research:	  
From	  the	  2007	  Regular	  Session	  to	  the	  present	  



•  Oregon	  legisla-ve	  history	  research	  requires	  knowing	  
your	  law’s	  bill	  number	  and	  year.	  	  

•  The	  bill	  number	  is	  how	  your	  statute	  was	  known	  as	  it	  
worked	  through	  the	  Senate	  and	  House,	  before	  it	  
became	  a	  law.	  

•  There	  are	  several	  ways	  to	  locate	  a	  bill	  using	  the	  
Oregon	  Legisla-ve	  Informa-on	  System:	  by	  keyword	  
search,	  by	  bill	  number,	  or	  by	  bill	  sponsor.	  

	  



The	  first	  part	  of	  this	  tutorial	  will	  help	  you	  to	  
locate	  a	  bill	  by	  keyword	  search	  or	  bill	  number,	  
using	  this	  free	  website:	  
hJps://www.oregonlegislature.gov/
ci-zen_engagement/Pages/Find-‐a-‐Bill.aspx	  
	  
The	  remainder	  of	  the	  tutorial	  will	  show	  you	  
which	  legisla-ve	  history	  sources	  are	  linked	  to	  
the	  bill.	  



How	  to	  find	  a	  bill	  



Search	  by	  number	  or	  keyword	  



Loca-ng	  the	  bill	  by	  bill	  number	  search	  



Example	  search	  by	  bill	  number	  

Searching	  by	  bill	  number.	  Example:	  here	  is	  a	  search	  for	  Senate	  Bill	  9.	  



You	  can	  narrow	  your	  results	  by	  the	  session	  year	  using	  the	  
filters	  to	  the	  leU	  of	  the	  results.	  

Here	  are	  the	  results	  for	  	  
the	  “SB	  9”	  search	  

AUer	  narrowing	  your	  bill	  by	  
the	  session,	  several	  versions	  
of	  the	  bill	  will	  be	  displayed	  
in	  the	  results:	  
	  

Introduced	  
With	  Amendments	  
Engrossed	  
Enrolled	  (final	  version)	  
	  

Click	  on	  any	  link,	  all	  versions	  
will	  take	  you	  to	  the	  same	  
bill	  page.	  



Click	  on	  the	  Text	  tab	  to	  view	  the	  different	  versions.	  



If	  you	  don’t	  know	  the	  bill	  number	  and	  session,	  you	  can	  locate	  
the	  bill	  by	  keyword	  search	  



Searching	  by	  keyword.	  
	  

Example:	  here	  is	  a	  search	  for	  the	  words	  “communica-on	  device.”	  



You	  can	  narrow	  your	  results	  by	  session/year	  to	  the	  leU	  of	  your	  results.	  

Here	  are	  the	  results	  for	  the	  
“communica-on	  device”	  
search	  

You	  can	  also	  narrow	  the	  
results	  by	  adding	  addi-onal	  
keywords.	  
	  
	  
AUer	  you’ve	  narrowed	  your	  
results,	  click	  the	  links	  to	  see	  
the	  bill	  informa-on.	  



If	  you	  know	  the	  session,	  you	  can	  also	  click	  the	  bill	  icon	  and	  search	  for	  a	  
bill	  by	  sponsor,	  number,	  or	  words	  in	  the	  bill	  -tle	  or	  summary.	  



You	  can	  also	  drill	  down	  to	  locate	  the	  bill	  or	  click	  on	  the	  bill	  
icon	  and	  search	  by	  bill	  number.	  



Legisla-ve	  History:	  what	  might	  be	  available*.	  
•  Text	  

–  Bill	  versions	  
–  Bill	  amendments	  

•  Analysis	  
–  Staff	  measure	  summaries	  
–  Impact	  statements	  
–  Budget	  reports	  

•  Mee-ng	  Material/Exhibits	  
–  Bill	  informa-on	  packet	  
–  Exhibits	  
–  WriJen	  Tes-mony	  

•  Measure	  History	  
–  Recording	  logs	  
–  CommiJee	  agendas	  
–  Audio	  recordings	  

*Not	  every	  bill	  will	  have	  all	  of	  these	  items	  linked	  to	  the	  bill	  page.	  



Legisla-ve	  history:	  where	  it’s	  located.	  
Click	  on	  the	  Text	  tab	  
to	  find	  versions	  of	  
the	  bill	  and	  any	  
proposed	  
amendments.	  

Click	  on	  the	  Analysis	  
tab	  to	  find	  staff	  
measure	  summary,	  
impact	  statements,	  
and	  budget	  reports.	  

Click	  on	  the	  Mee-ng	  
Material/Exhibits	  
tab	  to	  find	  the	  bill	  
informa-on	  packet,	  
wriJen	  tes-mony	  
and	  other	  
supplemental	  
materials.	  

Click	  on	  Measure	  History	  to	  listen	  to	  the	  CommiJee	  
hearings	  and	  work	  sessions	  and	  to	  see	  the	  votes.	  



Legisla-ve	  History:	  CommiJee	  Mee-ngs	  

From	  Measure	  History,	  
you	  can	  click	  on	  
highlighted	  work	  sessions	  
and	  public	  hearings	  to	  
hear	  verba-m	  audio	  
recordings.	  
	  
Example:	  to	  hear	  audio	  of	  
the	  Work	  Session	  held	  on	  
July	  6,	  click	  on	  the	  link.	  



Legisla-ve	  History:	  Audio	  Recordings	  

Scroll	  to	  the	  date	  that	  you	  want.	  
Example:	  July	  6	  for	  SB	  9.	  
First	  click	  on	  the	  date	  to	  open	  the	  
Recording	  Log	  and	  the	  audio	  symbol	  to	  
open	  the	  audio	  player.	  



The	  Recording	  Log	  iden-fies	  the	  -me	  your	  bill	  was	  
discussed	  and	  the	  ac-on	  taken.	  

Page	  3	  of	  the	  Recording	  Log	  
indicates	  that	  the	  work	  session	  on	  
SB	  9	  began	  at	  11:20:13	  AM.	  	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
Use	  the	  arrows	  to	  
forward	  the	  audio	  
to	  the	  discussion	  
of	  SB	  9.	  Since	  the	  
mee-ng	  	  and	  the	  
recording	  does	  
not	  begin	  un-l	  
11:09	  am,	  	  SB	  9	  
will	  be	  discussed	  
at	  minute	  11	  on	  
the	  counter.	  



Go	  to:	  
hJps://www.oregonlegislature.gov/ci-zen_engagement/Pages/Legisla-ve-‐Video.aspx	  
for	  this	  helpful	  page.	  Click	  on	  Audio	  and	  Video	  Help	  for	  -ps	  on	  using	  the	  Legisla-ve	  
Audio/Video	  player.	  


