

Indistinct Subjects

Legal writers sometimes don’t use the most distinct (or vigorous) subjects. Distinct subjects assure your reader that you understand the proper relationship between the ideas you’re trying to communicate. Distinct subjects also make writing more vivid and often make writing more concise. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Self-edit for indistinct subjects using the “find” feature in Word (Ctrl + F). 

(1)     Passive voice – subject  actor	

“Pie is loved by me.”  “I love pie.” 			
  PASSIVE                           	ACTIVE

Sometimes, passive voice means the author hasn’t identified the actor at all:
“A comment period has been established.”  “DHS has established a comment period.”
  PASSIVE     	      					          ACTIVE

Self-edit: Ctrl + F + “by”  

(2)     Empty subjects – slacker phrase takes prime real estate	   

“There are two reasons the court granted our motion.”  “The court granted our motion for two reasons.”
  EMPTY SUBJECT “There are” 				      	         VIVID SUBJECT “The court”

Again, an empty subject may mean the author hasn’t identified the actor at all:
“It is important to be able to dredge on short notice.”  “The Corps must be able to dredge on short notice.”
  EMPTY SUBJECT “It is”						     VIVID SUBJECT “The Corps”

Self-edit: Ctrl + F + “there are,” “there is,” “it is”
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