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Live Editing Workshop
 (improve sentences by using , , and )

	Avoid nominalization + flabby verb phrases
Nominalization phrases are wordy and hide vivid verbs. 

HOW TO FIND: Ctrl F + suffix (-ion, -ment)
EXAMPLE: came to the conclusion  concluded / made an argument   argued

	Avoid passive voice 
Actor ≠ subject is clunky and may be ambiguous.

HOW TO FIND: Ctrl F + by
EXAMPLE:  Assets were hidden by her.  She hid assets.

HOW TO FIND: eyeball for form of “be”* + past tense
[bookmark: _GoBack]EXAMPLE: Mistakes were made. The lawyer made mistakes.

*  is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been

	Avoid empty subject-verb pairs
Empty S/V pairs take up space without communicating.

HOW TO FIND: Ctrl F + it is, there is, there are
EXAMPLE: It is certain defendant will lose.  Defendant will lose.

	Avoid overloaded sentences
Sentences containing too many ideas can be hard to follow.

HOW TO FIND: eyeball for sentences longer than three lines
EXAMPLE:
The court will probably grant summary judgment in defendant’s favor because there are no genuine issues of material fact, given that the only affidavit that plaintiff submitted is inadmissible hearsay, while defendant’s affidavit establishes the elements of adverse possession.

 The court will probably grant summary judgment in defendant’s favor because there are no genuine issues of material fact.  There are no genuine issues of material fact because (1) plaintiff’s affidavit is inadmissible hearsay and (2) defendant’s affidavit establishes the elements of adverse possession.




	Minimize distance between subject and verb
Distance between subject and verb can create tension.

HOW TO FIND: highlight subject and verb; count words that separate the two
EXAMPLE: 
The witness, who had a PhD in engineering and 20 years of experience, testified about the engine’s performance. (11 words)
 The witness had a PhD in engineering and 20 years of experience.  She testified about the engine’s performance. 

	Minimize inverted sentences
Putting a dependent clause first can create tension.

HOW TO FIND: Ctrl F + common conjunctions** at the beginning of sentences
(or highlight the first word of every sentence; is it a conjunction?) 
EXAMPLE: 
Because it had already considered the issue in chambers, the court ruled without hearing further argument.
 The court ruled without hearing further argument because it had already considered the issue in chambers.

** after, although, because, before, even if, if, since, under, unless, until, while

	Check for consistency
Using consistent terms helps your reader track your argument; be especially careful with terms used in legal standards or statutes.

HOW TO FIND: identify repeating terms; eyeball your document for variations; Ctrl F + each variation
EXAMPLES:
vehicle, car
contract, agreement
exemption, exception

HOW TO FIND: highlight key terms in “C” and “R” sentences; make sure each “C” and “R” includes the key terms themselves, not a summary or tangential wording
EXAMPLE: 
“[C] Mr. Rabbit will not be able to establish the hostility element of adverse possession because Ms. MacGregor granted him permission to use the disputed land. * * * [R/E/A] [C] A court is likely to deny Mr. Rabbit’s claim because he had permission to use the land and so he did not meet the first element.” (only one of three key terms repeated)

 “[C] Mr. Rabbit will not be able to establish the hostility element of adverse possession because Ms. MacGregor granted him permission to use the disputed land. * * * [R/E/A] [C] A court is likely to deny Mr. Rabbit’s adverse possession claim because he had permission to use the disputed land and thus cannot establish hostility.”  (repeats all three key terms)
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