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Tomorrow’s Energy
System: Is the West
Ready?
Please join us on
Saturday, February 9th
for a day of dynamic
speakers discussing the
hurdles preventing us
from transitioning to a
zero-carbon energy
future and ways to
overcome them.
Speakers include Oregon
Governor Kate Brown,
U.S. Representative Earl
Blumenauer, former U.S.
Senator for North
Dakota Heidi Heitkamp,
former Federal Energy
Regulatory Commissioner Suedeen Kelly, Michael Picker, President of the California
Public Utilities Commisson, and more. Speakers will touch on opportunities at the
federal, regional, and local levels, as we explore innovative changes in technology and
economics that may transform the way we generate, transmit, and use energy. Learn
more and register on Eventbrite.

REGISTER

Renewable Energy Projects Have Generated More
than $120 Million in Tax Revenues for Rural
Oregon Counties in Past Four Years, GEI Study
Finds
Renewable energy projects provided Oregon counties
more than $120 million in direct tax revenue over the
past four years and nearly $32 million in tax year
2017-2018 alone, according to our latest study,
Renewable Energy & Direct Public Revenues in
Oregon. Rural counties in Oregon were by far the
greatest beneficiaries of this revenue: in the 20172018 tax year, Sherman County received more than
$12.5 million, Gilliam County received more than $8.5
million, and Umatilla, Morrow, and Malheur Counties
each received around $2.5 million in direct tax
payments from renewable energy projects. “We’ve known that renewable resources
bring economic benefits to states and local communities,” notes Amelia Schlusser, GEI
staff attorney, “but this study proves how substantial those revenues can be.” In
Sherman County, for example, renewable energy projects paid more than $2.5 million in
property taxes, which represented about 35% of the county’s total certified property tax
revenues for the 2017-2018 tax year. Sherman County also received an additional $10
million in direct renewable energy-related revenues that year. Visit our website to read
the full report.
Identifying Barriers to Small Renewable
Energy Development
Oregon has adopted a variety of energy and
climate policies to encourage renewable
energy development in the state. However,
smaller renewable energy projects continue to
face a number of constraints that drive up
costs and create inefficiencies within Oregon’s electricity system. At the request of the
Energy Trust of Oregon, the Green Energy Institute has teamed up with Ken Dragoon of
Flink Energy Consulting to identify barriers that small, independent renewable power
generators currently face in Oregon and assess potential strategies and opportunities to
address these barriers. After conducting a series of interviews with renewable energy
producers, GEI’s legal team is working with Flink Energy Consulting to evaluate the
policy hurdles and technical constraints producers currently face, as well as propose
opportunities to increase distributed renewable energy resources in Oregon. Stay tuned
for a final report this spring.

Thank you for your continued support,
The Green Energy Institute Team
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