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Arizona Voice for Crime Victims Profile

What is the mission of your agency and how does the RISE Project fit within 	that?

Arizona Voice for Crime Victims’ (AVCV) mission is to ensure that crime victims receive their rights to justice, due process and dignified treatment throughout the criminal justice process.  We achieve our mission through providing no cost legal representation and social services to victims of crime and providing education and technical assistance on crime victims’ rights.  The vision of AVCV is to establish a compassionate justice system in which crime victims are informed of their rights, fully understand those rights, know how to assert their rights, have a meaningful way to enforce those rights, and know how to seek immediate crisis intervention when they become victims of crime.  The RISE Project has allowed AVCV to serve victims who are truly underserved:  child-victims who are in the custody of the Arizona Department of Child Safety (DCS), for the purpose of asserting and enforcing their rights under the Arizona Victims Bill of Rights during the course of a criminal prosecution.  Many of the child-victims in DCS custody are left without an appropriate victim representative as their parent or legal guardian are often the defendant in ongoing criminal proceedings.  Through our partnership with DCS, AVCV has been able to give the most vulnerable of victims, child-victims, a voice and an opportunity for meaningful participation, as our VBR directs, throughout the criminal justice process.
When and how did you first start working with NCVLI?
AVCV and NCVLI have been collaborating partners since NCVLI's inception.  AVCV's founder, Steve Twist, and Professor Doug Beloof, from Lewis and Clark Law School, had the vision that led to the creation of NCVLI.  With assistance from Senators Jon Kyl and Diane Feinstein, who were also sponsors of the federal Crime Victims’ Rights Act legislation, NCVLI was funded.  Over the years, AVCV and NCVLI have partnered to provide training and technical assistance on victims’ rights issues and file amicus briefs in cases in appellate courts across the country where the outcome will impact the constitutional or statutory rights of victims.  AVCV values our partnership with NCVLI and looks forward to what we will accomplish together in the years to come. 
Tell us about a recent success/deliverable of your RISE Clinic.
AVCV recently received a ruling from the Arizona Supreme Court on two important victims' rights issues: seating of victims' counsel in the courtroom and whether federal due process requires a cap on restitution.  The Arizona Department of Child Safety (DCS) referred this case to AVCV when the child-victim's rights were violated.  Over the years there have been many rights violations that AVCV has had to fight to remedy.  For instance, initially, the prosecuting agency did not view the child-victim as a legal victim despite the express statutory provision recognizing siblings of murder victims as legal victims.  Thus, the prosecuting agency had arranged for the child-victim to submit to defense interviews for each of the four defendants.   Additionally, the state negotiated the first plea offer without conferring with the victim and without any provision addressing restitution.  After a long fight for the victim, the Court of Appeals issued a published opinion holding that the sibling of a homicide victim is a victim and that there can be more than one victim in a case.  The Court of Appeals also directed the trial court to ensure the victim had an opportunity to confer with the prosecution about the plea agreement.  When counsel for AVCV was finally able to confer with the prosecution, she noted that the plea agreement did not address restitution.  Fortunately a provision addressing restitution was added but then the state and defense agreed to cap restitution at $500,000 without regard to the victim’s actual losses.  During the change of plea and sentencing hearings, AVCV objected to the restitution cap but the trial court upheld the cap relying on a line of cases that predated Arizona's Victims Bill of Rights.  During this trial-level litigation, victim’s counsel was directed to sit in the gallery rather than the well of the court.  AVCV filed again with the Court of Appeals. After oral argument on the matter, the Court of Appeals declined to accept jurisdiction and AVCV filed for review with the Arizona Supreme Court.  Oral argument was held on November 20, 2019.  AVCV argued that restitution caps in plea agreements are an impermissible waiver of the individual rights of the victim and are not required as a matter of state or federal due process. Additionally, AVCV argued that crime victims have a right to have their counsel seated in the well of a courtroom when a victim's constitutional or statutory right is at issue.   On August 4, 2020, the Arizona Supreme Court overruled three pre-VBR cases requiring restitution caps, and held that restitution caps violate the victim's right to restitution for their full economic loss and that victim's counsel has a presumptive right to be seated in the well of the courtroom. 
What motivates you to do the work that you do with victims' rights in your community?
AVCV is motivated to provide legal representation and social services to victims of state and federal crimes in Arizona to ensure victims’ constitutional and statutory rights are enforced and that victims are treated with fairness, respect, and dignity and remain free from intimidation, harassment, or abuse as required by the Arizona Victims Bill of Rights.  Despite the 30th anniversary of the passage of these rights, there are still victims who are denied an opportunity for meaningful participation during the process, do not have their own counsel or even know they can have counsel, or are in need of social services.  Further, there are constitutional provisions that have yet to be addressed by Arizona’s appellate courts including a definition of due process for a victim and a victim’s constitutional right to a speedy trial. The potential for the advancement of victims’ rights motivates AVCV to continue forward. 
Why should other individuals, clinics, and/or organizations get involved with 	victims’ rights enforcement?
Victims’ right work is the most rewarding work a person will ever do.  There is need for victims’ rights attorneys and other victims’ rights professionals.  Very few victims have their own counsel or even know they have a right to have their own counsel during criminal proceedings.  Victims having attorneys should be the norm rather than the exception. 
What would you most like for the victims' rights movement to accomplish in the 	next five years? How does your work to aid in that accomplishment?
AVCV would like to see advancement both in Arizona and across the country.  In Arizona, we hope for the opportunity to have our appellate courts consider provisions of our Victims Bill of 
Rights that have yet to be before the Court, including a victim’s constitutional right to a speedy trial.  We also hope the Arizona Supreme Court will integrate victims’ rights throughout the Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure as it would provide better guidance to trial courts and practitioners on the application of victims’ rights throughout the criminal justice process.  AVCV can aid in these endeavors by representing victims, challenging trial court orders that deny victims constitutional rights; filing amicus briefs in cases where victims’ rights are at issue; and providing technical assistance, education/training, and conducting outreach.  On a national level, we hope that more states will pass Marsy’s Law to either add victims’ rights amendments to their state constitutions or strengthen existing constitutional amendments and that Congress will consider and pass a victims’ rights amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  Additionally, we hope the U.S. Supreme Court will eventually grant certiorari on a case where a self-represented defendant wants to cross-examine their own victims and issue a ruling that does not conflate the implicit right to self-representation with the express right to confrontation.  We hope that appellate courts in other states will look to Arizona for guidance when they encounter victims’ rights issues that Arizona has already settled.
Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations partner with NCVLI?
NCVLI is the best at what they do; from technical assistance, training, amicus support, and more. The Annual Crime Victim Law Conference is an excellent training on victims’ rights and trauma related topics.  NCVLI provides an opportunity for victims’ rights professionals from all over the country to network and form collaborations.  NCVLI has supported and made a difference in the efforts of AVCV and numerous other clinics over the years with their expert attorneys and technical assistance. 

Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation Profile
What is the mission of your agency, and how does the RISE Project fit within that?
Chicago Alliance to Abolish Sexual Exploitation (CAASE) addresses the culture, institutions, and individuals that perpetrate, profit from, or support sexual exploitation. Our work includes prevention, policy reform, community engagement, and legal services.  We envision a community free from all forms of sexual exploitation, including sexual assault and the commercial sex trade.
Social and institutional systems do not adequately serve survivors of sexual violation.  Sexual violation disproportionately harms people from marginalized communities, including girls and women, people of color, LGBTQ people, people with disabilities, people living in poverty, and immigrants and undocumented people.  To best support survivors, CAASE confronts the inequities that fuel or intersect with sexual harm.
The RISE Project is critical to this work.  In Chicago, the marginalized communities most impacted by sexual harm correspond to geography; the South side and south suburban neighborhoods in our city are the most vulnerable to sexual harm, and yet are the least resourced with quality services accessible to them in the wake of any victimization.  The RISE Project at CAASE not only funds a general expansion of victims’ rights work, but also commits us to devoting staff resources to an expansion into these communities to ensure that access to justice is available to all survivors of sexual harm in our city.
When and how did you first start working with NCVLI?
Long before CAASE began working on the RISE Project, our agency has worked collaboratively with NCVLI to help advance victims’ rights in Illinois.  Before CAASE even had a Legal department, our now-Executive Director collaborated with NCVLI frequently in her individual representation of crime victims.  A particular standout from these early years of collaboration includes a case in which a judge had threatened to hold a survivor in contempt for refusing to watch a video of her assault as part of her testimony.  NCVLI and Kaethe Morris Hoffer (CAASE’s now-Executive Director and then lead attorney in the case) collaborated overnight on a strategy for disrupting this very serious victims’ rights violation.  NCVLI wrote an amazing brief that we were able to use successfully in conjunction with oral arguments to achieve success.  NCVLI basically functioned as behind the scenes “TA magicians” in this case and in others since.  This example is especially noteworthy, given that this case took place before we even had enforceable Victims’ Right to Review (VRR) in Illinois. 
Tell us about a recent success/deliverable of your RISE Clinic.
In summer 2020, the Illinois RISE Clinic staff conducted a training at the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office (CCSAO).  CAASE trained the CCSAO’s Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence Division on victims’ rights and the types of cases to refer to CAASE and, in exchange, the CCSAO will host a training for CAASE in August on DNA.  The training strengthened existing relationships between members of CAASE’s Legal team and Cook County Assistant State Attorneys (ASAs) and resulted in new connections with ASAs who followed up after the training to discuss the content and ways to collaborate.  Trainings like this provide great opportunities to share information, build new relationships with prosecutors, and to build awareness of victims’ rights and what it looks like when victims have attorneys by their side. 
What motivates you to do the work that you do with victims’ rights in your community?
The criminal justice system is one of the primary ways through which the United States expresses its values.  Because there is a massive gap between the justice and attention that survivors of sexual harm get compared to what they deserve, including within the criminal justice system, it is imperative that victims of sex crimes be provided with legal representation. CAASE is dedicated to making justice real for survivors, whatever that looks like for them, by asserting their rights as victims of crime.
Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations get involved with victims’ rights enforcement?
One of the primary ways our culture expresses its priorities and intentions around justice for victims of crime is through our criminal justice system.  It is imperative that attorneys, clinics, and organizations nationwide advocate for sexually harmed people to ensure that the criminal justice system lives up to its obligation to take seriously the rights of sexually harmed people, especially those in most vulnerable communities.
What would you most like for the victims’ rights movement to accomplish in the next five years?  How does your work to aid in that accomplishment?
CAASE would like for the victims’ rights movement to persuasively demonstrate that attending to victims’ rights and interests is an integral part of ensuring that we have a justice system that is fair, equitable and capable of fulfilling its purpose.  People who are concerned with victims’ rights have many concerns in common with other critics of the criminal justice system status quo.  We would like there to be a better merging of voices between criminal justice reform movements and other movements that are designed to empower and recognize the rights of crime victims. 
Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations partner with NCVLI?
NCVLI is simply the leading victims’ rights expert in our country!  Their capacity to partner with individual attorneys, clinics and groups of attorneys is unparalleled, and their commitment to meeting lawyers where they are and helping them become even more powerful advocates than they’ve ever been before is unsurpassed. 


Legal Aid Service of Broward County, Inc. (Florida)
What is the mission of your agency, and how does the RISE Project fit within that?
Legal Aid Service of Broward County, Inc. (LAS) and its project partner Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida (CCLA) are 501(c) (3) non-profit organizations.  Their missions are to provide high quality free civil legal services to the economically disadvantaged population in Broward County, to improve their living conditions, and to encourage self-sufficiency.  Under the RISE Project, LAS and CCLA provide victims of crime in Broward County, Florida with access to legal representation to assert and seek enforcement of their rights in criminal cases.  The assertion of these rights is pursuant to Section 16, Article 1 of the Florida Constitution which was enacted on January 8, 2019 and is also known as “Florida’s Marsy’s Law”. 

All victims served under the RISE Project have the benefit of working with a trauma-informed social worker who may assist victims with crisis intervention and accompaniment, and who provides community resources and warm referrals to other agencies and organizations. 
When and how did you first start working with NCVLI?  
In 2019, NCVLI, with funding from the Office of Victims of Crime, executed a subgrant with LAS to represent victims of crime to assert their civil rights in criminal court proceedings.  NCVLI provides the technical assistance under this grant and has been instrumental in leading us forward with their best practices and strategies to assert and enforce these rights on behalf of victims of crime.
Tell us about a recent success/deliverable of your RISE Clinic.
The RISE Project is the first of its kind in Florida under the new Constitutional Amendment.  LAS and CCLA are making small strides in enforcing victims’ rights, one case at a time.  Our RISE attorneys have been hard at work to protect our clients’ rights at every turn – from drafting powerful victim impact statements to successfully protecting child sexual assault victims by filing motions to oppose the Defendant’s release from jail. RISE attorneys have also been instrumental in helping victims obtain civil restraining orders, thus empowering victims of crime to feel more protected during the criminal justice process. 
Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations partner with NCVLI?
Notwithstanding small victories, it is clear that rights enforcement is going to be difficult.  Since the time that Florida’s Marsy’s Law was enacted, there has been push back by Defendants’ attorneys, some State Attorneys, and the courts.  In the few state cases that have reached the appellate stage, the court interpreted Florida’s “Marsy’s Law” under a very narrow lens, ignoring the language and spirit of the law, and depriving victims’ rights to participate in the criminal proceedings[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  L.T. vs. State of Florida and J.T, First District Court of Appeals, Case No. 1D 19 3032, April 17, 2020.] 

It is for precisely this reason that all individuals, legal clinics, and legal aid organizations should get involved with victims’ rights enforcement.  Without the efforts of all, victims will continue to be ignored in the criminal process, and their constitutional rights will continue to be infringed upon.
What would you most like for the victims’ rights movement to accomplish in the next five years?  How does your work to aid in that accomplishment?
LAS and CCLA hope that, in the next five years, the victims’ rights movement in Florida will be able to enforce rights for victims that have been denied by the courts.  We will continue to showcase adverse rulings around Florida and the nation.  We will identify the issues which are ripe for appeal or writ and create favorable precedent for future victims who are denied rights by the courts.  We will continue to challenge rulings in writs and appeals in order to shine a light on the need for strong enforcement of rights.
   



Michigan Coalition to End Domestic & Sexual Violence Profile

What is the mission of your agency and how does the RISE Project fit within that?  
Michigan Coalition to End Domestic & Sexual Violence (MCEDSV) is Michigan’s catalyst for survivors.  Victim representation is critical to that mission because so many survivors report feeling a lack of agency when interacting with the criminal justice system.
When and how did you first start working with NCVLI? 
MCEDSV has been aware of the work of NCVLI for some time, and even had the pleasure of having NCVLI Executive Director Meg Garvin provide an inspiring address at our Annual Conference in 2017.  Later, when we litigated a case of first impression regarding how litigation abuse interfered with constitutional and crime victim rights, NCVLI provided excellent amicus support.  We have consistently relied on NCVLI to keep us updated on developments around the country and therefore to continue dreaming about what rights in Michigan could look like.
Tell us about a recent success/deliverable of your RISE Clinic.
MCEDSV’s RISE Clinic is among the first in Michigan to endeavor to appear on behalf of victims in criminal cases, and accordingly, every action we take is significant and trailblazing.  We have recently secured the right to more meaningfully confer for a limited English proficient (LEP) survivor who had not previously been able to express her wishes.  Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, we have worked closely with our clients and prosecutors to limit the identifying information that becomes available through livestreaming court hearings.
What motivates you to do the work that you do with victims' rights in your community?
MCEDSV understands that survivors’ sense of the success or failure in the criminal justice system is not pegged to convictions, but rather their ability to meaningfully participate.  We feel this concept can change the world.
Why should other individuals, clinics, and/or organizations get involved with victims’ rights enforcement?
Victims’ rights enforcement is exciting and novel.  There is no “way that it is always done” because we are making the road by walking it.
What would you most like for the victims' rights movement to accomplish in the next five years? How does your work to aid in that accomplishment?
Regular representation of victims.  We are just taking the first step towards representation being accepted.  We would like to see victims regularly have access to a lawyer—particularly those who have experienced complex, relational crimes such as sexual assault, child abuse, child pornography, domestic violence, and human trafficking.
Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations partner with NCVLI?
There is simply no tool more helpful or powerful to this work [than NCVLI].
 


Network for Victim Recovery of DC Profile

What is the mission of your agency and how does the RISE Project fit within that?

Network for Victim Recovery of DC (NVRDC) empowers victims of all crimes to achieve survivor-defined justice through a collaborative continuum of advocacy, case management, and legal services.

The RISE Project has allowed NVRDC to increase our capacity to provide legal and advocacy services for more victims of crime in-house, as well as our ability to train and educate the larger DC victim services community on Crime Victims’ Rights issues and enforcement in DC.

Historically, BIPOC and LGBTQ people face extra barriers to safely engage the legal system after harm. Knowing this, a main goal of NVRDC’s RISE Project work is to build stronger relationships with community resources that BIPOC and LGBTQ individuals already trust and access.  We hope that through the RISE Project, victims of crime in DC who are facing crime victims’ rights issues will be swiftly connected to supportive and legal services, no matter where they start their search for justice.

By increasing the capacity of our in-house services as well as strengthening the ties between NVRDC and other DC agencies that interface with survivors, we are able to create a stronger net of referrals and connect more victims of crime to the legal support they deserve in upholding their rights.

When and how did you first start working with NCVLI?

Many of NVRDC’s legal staff have relationships with NCVLI that precede NVRDC’s founding in 2012, making NCVLI a trusted TA partner from our very beginning.  NVRDC is unique in that we litigate DC crime victims’ rights under the federal CVRA and have the opportunity to see how this law plays out day-to-day for the many victims that we represent. NCVLI is a valuable TA partner because they see how the CVRA is being implemented all over the country. With the breadth of knowledge that NCVLI has amassed providing TA and advocacy in all kinds of crime victims’ rights cases, they are able to provide insight on strategic arguments when we encounter difficult rights enforcement issues. If we haven’t faced an obstacle in court yet, it’s likely that they have already seen something similar and know how to help!

Tell us about a recent success/deliverable of your RISE Clinic.

In the past six months, NVRDC’s RISE clinic has served eleven new clients who are immigrants, refugees, or asylum seekers. We believe this is in part because NVRDC’s RISE Clinic is staffed by both a bilingual attorney and advocate. The ability to communicate directly with clients in their preferred language makes it simpler for the client to fully express their needs and concerns, aids in trust and confidentiality, and ensures accurate communication by the attorney of the survivor’s rights and options.

NVRDC has also been representing a minor victim of sexual abuse to protect the victim’s privacy despite subpoenas by the defense for education and family services records. Without access to NVRDC’s crime victims’ rights attorneys, victims in these cases have historically been excluded from asserting and enforcing their rights to privacy. The RISE Project presents a unique opportunity for NVRDC attorneys and partners to better understand the unique challenges of privacy enforcement and the value of victims being represented in these cases.

What motivates you to do the work that you do with victims' rights in your community?

NVRDC is motivated by the belief that survivors of crime must have a welcoming place to go to learn about their rights and to be supported and empowered in determining their response to the crime. We take a holistic approach to supporting survivors of all crime because research shows that victims who are supported in all areas of their life are better able to participate in the civil or criminal legal process. The impact of victimization can reach all corners of a survivor’s life, and so we attempt to connect the survivor with the services they deserve for physical, financial, and emotional recovery in addition to legal support. We are also highly motivated to provide as many paths as possible to recovery and justice, and assist our clients in finding the right path for them, whether it is criminal, civil, or restorative justice or a way to emotional, physical, mental, or financial recovery.

Why should other individuals, clinics, and/or organizations get involved with victims’ rights enforcement?

The criminal legal system centers the government and the perpetrator when addressing crime in the community. Engaging as a complaining witness in the legal system can be costly to the victim - missing work, emotional distress, safety and privacy violations. The impact of victimization is never isolated. It can also cost the community at large in countless ways including loss of productivity at work, loss of support for families who relied on a victim’s income, and healthcare costs. Crime victims’ rights enforcement helps keep the victim’s needs and rights a priority in the case, assisting them in safe and full participation in the legal process. By empowering victims to safely engage in the legal system, we keep our communities both safer and stronger.

BIPOC and LGBTQ individuals historically face even greater risk for rights violations and being silenced in court, or may have experienced harm perpetrated by the criminal legal system in their past. An attorney providing crime victims’ rights representation can help amplify these individuals’ desires and needs within a case in a way that may not otherwise be possible for the individual alone due to endemic racism, sexism, and homophobia in this country.

What would you most like for the victims' rights movement to accomplish in the next five years? How does your work to aid in that accomplishment?

NVRDC hopes to see crime victims’ rights  enforcement assistance become widely available both in cases of power based personal violence (IPV, DV, sexual assault) and cases of non-power based personal violence (homicide, assault). It is easy to imagine the needs for privacy and protection when it comes to a case of sexual assault, but crime victims’ rights  issues are just as present and pressing after other victimizations. Victims of all crime should have access to representation to have their rights enthusiastically protected and enforced when engaging the criminal legal system.

We would also like to see a decrease in belief of the myth that enforcing victims’ rights will void or interfere with defendants’ rights. Rights are not scarce - giving them to the victim will not take them away from the defendant. Victims’ rights are in place to allow victims of crime to safely and fully engage the court process. They are an integral part of serving justice within our communities.

NVRDC works toward these goals by remaining present in DC court, increasing the types of cases that we take on, and increasing general awareness and understanding of crime victims’ rights and enforcement efforts in DC. We have also been working to provide forums for law students about crime victims’ rights, the role of the crime victims’ rights  attorney, and common crime victims’ rights  issues in order to educate the next generation of attorneys about crime victims’ rights  work and hopefully increase interest in and understanding of this growing field.

Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations partner with NCVLI?

Even though the laws affording crime victims’ rights  are not new, it’s not yet the prevailing ideology in the legal system. Crime victims’ rights have been making the news cycle more frequently, but the CVRA is not something that currently guides most of the nation’s courts on a day to day basis as they interface with victims.  Many, many victims are currently living where there are no local resources for professional legal assistance if their rights are violated.  If Crime Victims’ Rights are not an integral part of your local justice system, NCVLI can help you understand how to start shifting the tide!


Ohio Crime Victim Justice Center Profile

What is the mission of your agency, and how does the RISE Project fit within that?

Founded in 2000, Ohio Crime Victim Justice Center’s (OCVJC) mission is to ensure that Ohio state and federal crime victims are treated with fairness and respect for their safety, dignity, and privacy during the criminal justice process, they are informed of their rights, their voices are heard, and the rights they choose to exercise are protected and enforced from the time of first report through post release control.  The RISE Project allows OCVJC to increase the number of victims served in the western region of Ohio, increase the number of victims’ rights attorneys in Ohio, and join a network of Clinics across the country to collaborate on these important issues.  These efforts perfectly align with OCVJC’s mission and OCVJC is proud to partner with Legal Aid of Western Ohio (LAWO) and NCVLI to ensure that all Ohio crime victims have access to no cost legal assistance to protect and enforce their rights. 

When and how did you first start working with NCVLI?

OCVJC began working with NCVLI in 2003 after attending NCVLI’s 2003 Crime Victim Law Conference.  Since that time, NCVLI has provided invaluable training to all OCVJC victims’ rights attorneys and advocates through their annual conferences.  NCVLI has also provided technical assistance and amicus support on critical cases to support and advance crime victims’ rights.  In 2014, NCVLI honored OCVJC’s Executive Director with the Gail Burns-Smith Excellence in Victims’ Service Award. 

Tell us about a recent success/deliverable of your RISE Clinic. 

There are three to highlight.  First, OCVJC recently hosted a four-hour webinar that reached over 150 people including judges, prosecutors, advocates, and law enforcement.  This webinar is expected to generate a lot of interest in victims’ rights and increase protection of victims’ rights.  This is in addition to the numerous outreach meetings OCVJC and LAWO have conducted to increase awareness of the RISE Project. 

Second, in a recent case, a victim learned that her offender was released when her friend saw him at a local grocery store.  After contacting the prosecutor, the victim learned that the court had released the offender due to COVID-19 without holding a hearing, notifying the victim, or notifying the prosecutor.  OCVJC filed a motion to assert the victim’s rights.  At a subsequent hearing, the judge apologized for violating the victim’s rights and provided her an opportunity to be heard.  The judge promised to consider enforcing the remainder of the offender’s sentence as soon as COVID-19 allowed.  The victim was very satisfied with the outcome. 

Finally, in a recent appellate case, an elderly woman was a victim of theft and breaking and entering after allowing a member of her church to use her office space.  The trial court heard restitution evidence post-Marsy’s Law, but did not grant the victim any restitution.  OCVJC filed a writ of mandamus to ask the Eighth District Court of Appeals to compel the trial court to hold a restitution hearing.  The Eighth District granted the writ of mandamus and ordered the trial court to hold a hearing to determine the amount of restitution. 


What motivates you to do the work that you do with victims’ rights in your community?

OCVJC attorneys and advocates have seen the profound effect that protecting and enforcing victims’ rights can have for those victims whose rights were violated.  Ensuring crime victims are provided the ability to exercise their rights is often crucial to a victim’s recovery and sense of justice.  In one case, a human trafficking survivor said: “It was empowering to have an attorney fighting to protect my rights.  For the first time since this all started, I mattered. Thank you!” This is one example of hundreds of positive outcomes OCVJC has been able to achieve for crime victims across the state.  Every crime victim deserves to feel like they matter, and achieving these outcomes for our clients motivates OCVJC staff to do this work. 

Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations get involved with victims’ rights enforcement?

Too many victims experience additional trauma when their rights are violated during the criminal justice process.  This process often leaves victims feeling as if they do not matter and are merely “pieces of evidence.”  Subsequently, they tell their friends and families about their experience and crime reporting rates drops.  This is particularly true for crimes involving sexual violence.  Enforcing victims’ rights leads to a better experience for crime victims and can aid in their healing and recovery.  If victims’ rights are enforced uniformly, we can help minimize additional trauma and increase victim trust in the criminal justice process.  When victims are treated with respect and have the ability to enforce their rights, crime reporting increases.  Lastly, every state provides statutory rights for crime victims.  Many state constitutions provide meaningful enforceable rights for crime victims and others are working to amend their constitutions to provide clearly defined avenues for enforcement.  In addition, the federal Crime Victims’ Rights Act provides meaningful enforceable rights to victims of federal crimes.  There is an opportunity to become involved in victims’ rights enforcement in every state and NCVLI can provide invaluable training and technical assistance as you begin this remarkable and historical journey. 

What would you most like for the victims’ rights movement to accomplish in the next five years?  How does your work to aid in that accomplishment?

OCVJC would like to see the establishment of case law surrounding Marsy’s Law that supports the uniform enforcement of the constitutional amendment.  The passage of Marsy’s Law gave Ohio victims the ability to enforce their rights through appellate action for the first time.  OCVJC is leading the way to litigate these cases involving victims’ right to privacy, safety, and restitution, among many others.  The establishment of robust case law will ensure that more victims’ rights are protected and there is precedent for courts to follow for years to come. 

Why should other individuals, clinics and/or organizations partner with NCVLI?

NCVLI is the national leader in crime victims’ rights enforcement.  Their team has a wealth of knowledge on victims’ rights litigation and training that is an amazing resource for any partner to rely on.  In addition to their expertise in victims’ rights, NCVLI’s team is a fun group that loves dogs and is always enjoyable to talk to.  OCVJC would encourage any organization to partner with NCVLI and join the movement to protect and enforce crime victims’ rights. 
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