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to choose Lewis & Clark Law School
10 Reasons

You will LOVE where you live and study. 
The appeal of Portland is no secret. Our beautiful and progressive city is near both 

mountains and the ocean—with abundant food, recreation, and entertainment options. 

And our campus is nestled in a forested park for a unique learning environment.

Our professors are outstanding teachers  
who will know you by name. 
Excellent teaching is a priority, and our students rave about their professors. Faculty are 

readily available for questions and conversation, mentoring, and advice on courses and 

careers. Personal and professional connections last long after law school graduation.

We will mentor you. 
As soon as you begin school, we provide you with a personal Mentor Network based 
on your individual background and legal interests—a peer student mentor, a faculty 
mentor, and an alumni mentor. Your peer mentor can offer wisdom from having recently 
navigated 1L year, and your faculty mentor can provide academic guidance and help 
you plan for your career. Your alumni mentor will be a practicing attorney in the local 
legal community whose experience aligns with your short- or long-term goals.

You get real-world training. 
What is learning without hands-on, practical experience? All of our students pursue 

some combination of an externship, internship, paid clerkship, legal clinic position, pro 

bono work, law review, or moot court experience. We won’t let you leave without it.

Our students are interesting and diverse. 
Our students include business executives, biologists, policy makers, musicians, community 
activists, teachers, and health care professionals. While some are just out of college, others 
are embarking on a major career change. Most come from outside Oregon, and about 25 
percent are students of color. Also, the atmosphere at L&C is friendly and cooperative. 
Students regard one another as colleagues and partners part of a lifelong network, not as 
competitors.

You will receive financial assistance. 
We strive to make law school attainable for you. Our tuition is below the median of 
private law schools, and the vast majority of our entering students each year receive 
some sort of tuition relief in the form of scholarships or grants. Our loan repayment 
assistance and summer award programs for students interested in exploring public 
interest careers help them pay off or avoid student debt. Not to mention, all of our 
merit scholarships are free of academic terms for renewal, meaning you won’t need to 
maintain a certain rank and GPA for your scholarship to renew each year.

We give you options. 
We offer the flexibility of part-time and full-time programs with day and evening 

courses. After your first-year courses, you can easily switch programs. This means you 

can graduate in as little as two-and-a-half years or stretch things out to more than the 

traditional three.

You can go anywhere with your degree. 
Our alumni practice everywhere from New York City to Washington, D.C., from Alaska 

to Hawai‘i, from Florida to California, and points in between. They can also be found in 

more than 44 other countries around the world. Our dedicated Career Services team 

will help you narrow down what you want to do and where through personal attention 

starting your 1L year.

We offer global opportunities. 
Even lawyers practicing exclusively in the United States encounter international 

matters in the course of their work today. That’s why we offer a robust international law 

curriculum on campus, study abroad programs, and the ability to extern anywhere in 

the world. Students have gone to China, India, Australia, Kenya, Ghana, Costa Rica, 

Turkey, the Netherlands, and Germany in recent years.
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We are a recognized national leader. 
While rankings aren’t everything, it’s nice to be honored for your work. Lewis & Clark  

has been named a “best value” law school. Our legal writing, animal law, public  

interest law, environmental, natural resources, and energy law, and part-time  

programs have all received national or international accolades. And our  

moot court teams shine in competition.



Our outcomes 
speak for 
themselves.

Become part of a network 

that includes more than

12,000
alumni.

STATES

50
OUR ALUMNI LIVE 

AND WORK IN  

AND MORE THAN COUNTRIES44

2 0 19  G R A D UAT E S

Where do 
they work?

90.8% EMPLOYED

 30% SMALL LAW FIRM (UP TO 25 ATTORNEYS)

 10% MIDSIZE LAW FIRM (26–100 ATTORNEYS)

 4% LARGE LAW FIRM (OVER 100 ATTORNEYS)

 16% PUBLIC INTEREST

 9% BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

 9% GOVERNMENT

 6% STATE AND LOCAL CLERKSHIPS

 2% FEDERAL CLERKSHIPS

 2% PURSUING GRADUATE DEGREE

 2% EDUCATION

 1% PROFESSIONAL POSITION

Class of 2019 graduates who passed 

the July 2019 Oregon bar exam  

on their first try.84%



S E E 
Y O U

T H I S
F A L L

Lewis & Clark follows the letter and spirit of all  
equal opportunity and civil rights laws. 
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First 
Things 
First

Visit law.lclark.edu/inside.
You’ll find important information about

• housing in Portland;

• critical dates and deadlines;

• upcoming events;

• submitting your seat deposit.

LAW_FirstThingsCard_QB2996PROOF 12-16-20

http://law.lclark.edu/inside


 @lewisandclarklaw    @lclarklaw    @lclarklaw

Join the Fall 2021 
Incoming Class Facebook 
group to start planning 
for your first year at 
Lewis & Clark.

Start building community.

PDF 12/20. QB2996
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Financing
Your 
Education
An overview of financial aid and scholarships
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Important Dates
Things You Need To Do

February 15 � � � � � � � � � � � Priority deadline for submitting 
FAFSA (see page 3)

March 15  � � � � � � � � � � � � � Priority deadline for submitting 
admission application

April  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Deadline to submit first seat deposit 
and accept your scholarship award*

June � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Second seat deposit deadline*

June–July � � � � � � � � � � � � � Process student loans and 
begin monthly payment 
plan (if applicable)

August  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Settle fall semester student account. 
Orientation

December  � � � � � � � � � � � � Settle spring semester 
student account

*If you are admitted at the end of March or later, 
your seat deposit deadline may be in May or later.

When You Can Expect to Hear From Lewis & Clark

Mid- to late December � � First admission offers and 
scholarship awards sent to applicants

January–March � � � � � � � � Majority of admission offers and 
scholarship awards sent to applicants

Early March � � � � � � � � � � � First financial aid award notifications 
sent to admitted students
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The decision to invest in a high-quality 
legal education may be one of the most 

important choices you make. Much of the 
responsibility for funding your education 

will rest with you, but Lewis & Clark’s 
financial aid program can help. 

We focus primarily on providing gift aid to 
students who demonstrate academic merit. 
However, we also offer grants that consider 

financial need, diversity, a desire to work in the 
public-interest sector, and other factors.

No matter your situation, we are committed 
to working in partnership with you to identify 

your best financial options and strategies 
for attending Lewis & Clark Law School.
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Apply for admission� 
• All admitted students are automatically 

considered for scholarships and grants.
• You do not need to fill out any separate applications 

for scholarships or grants as an entering student.

Submit your FAFSA�
• You can find the FAFSA online at FAFSA.gov  

beginning October 1, 2019.
• For priority consideration, submit your FAFSA by 

February 15, 2020.
• Complete your FAFSA with 2018 income 

figures. We recommend using the IRS 
Data Retrieval Tool to transfer your tax 
information into your application.

• Make sure to include Lewis & Clark as a 
school that can access your FAFSA data. 
Our federal school code is 003197.

Watch your email—we’ll be in touch  
if we need any additional information�3

2
1

Applying for Financial Aid 2020–21
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FAFSA
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is used to 
determine eligibility for federal financial aid. The bulk of 
federal financial aid for law students comes in the form  
of student loans. Remember these important details about 
the FAFSA:

Don’t wait� To be considered for student loans, you must 
submit the FAFSA. Please apply by the priority deadline.

Don’t worry� You do not need to finish your 2019 tax return 
before you submit the FAFSA. Income for the 2018 tax 
year will be reported, and we recommend using the IRS 
Data Retrieval Tool to transfer this information into your 
application. It’s quick, easy, and accurate!

Read your Student Aid Report (SAR)� You will receive your 
SAR after your FAFSA is processed. If there are any issues 
with your FAFSA, you will be given further instructions.

Follow through as soon as possible� If we need any 
additional information, we will be in touch. Please reply 
as quickly as you can. A delay on your part may delay your 
offer of financial assistance.

Applying for Financial Aid 2020–21



Financing Your Education 2020–21
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Sources of Scholarships at 
Lewis & Clark 

$7,772,343 (74.2%) 
Merit-based scholarships awarded at 
admission

$2,345,455 (22.4%) 
Non-merit awards granted at 
admission

$243,378 (2.3%) 
Upper-division scholarships

$97,915 (0.9%) 
External scholarships 

$15,000 (0.1%) 
Institutional gift aid to veterans









In the 2018–19  
school year, 
Lewis & Clark  
law students received 
$10,474,091 in 
scholarships.

Dean’s Scholarships
• Amounts vary
• Merit based
• Granted to 79% of entering 

students in 2019
• No academic conditions 

other than good standing.
• Renewable

Discovery and Trillium Grants
• Amounts and criteria vary
• Granted to 21% of entering 

students in 2019
• No academic conditions 

other than good standing.
• Renewable

Quinault Allottees:  
Nelson D� Terry Scholarship
• Amount typically ranges 

from $2,000 to $5,000
• Priority consideration to 

Native American students 
who are enrolled and involved 
in their tribal community

• Granted to a maximum of two 
students in the entering class, 
though not awarded every year

• Not renewable

Fellowships
• Amounts and criteria vary
• Fellows receive faculty mentoring, 

access to special programming, and a 
possible research assistant position in 
the second or third year of law school

• A small number granted per year 
to entering students with academic 
merit and significant experience in 
environmental advocacy or research

• Not renewable
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Student Employment
Students have a variety of 
employment options available. 
Some work on campus, such as in 
the Boley Law Library, or at selected 
off-campus agencies, while others 
pursue more general part-time work 
in the community. The law school’s 
Office of Career Services posts job 
listings for students and can assist 
you with locating clerkships, work-
study opportunities, externships, pro 
bono experiences, and public interest 
stipends for summer work.
Federal Work-Study 

FAFSA required for consideration. 
Recipients must have completed their first 
year of law school.
• Eligibility depends on financial need
• Wages range from minimum 

wage up to $21.50 per hour
• Recipients must seek out and secure 

their own jobs from a pool of legal 
positions with contracted employers

• An offer of work-study will 
replace an equivalent amount of 
loan eligibility in the student’s 
financial aid package

Scholarships for Continuing 
Upper-Division Students
• Amounts and criteria vary
• Some scholarships require an 

application; others are granted by 
nomination of a worthy candidate

• For a list of available scholarships 
refer to go.lclark.edu/law/

scholarships/awards

External Scholarships
• Scholarships offered by sources 

outside of Lewis & Clark that are 
used to fund tuition and other costs 
associated with attending law school

• Amounts and criteria vary
• To start your search for external 

scholarships, visit go.lclark.edu/

law/scholarships/awards
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Student Loans
Most law students find loan programs to be useful resources for financing their legal 
education. These funds allow students to borrow against their future earning poten-
tial, which research indicates improves with advanced educational attainment. The 
FAFSA must be filed each year to access the federal student loan programs. The aver-
age student loan amount for Lewis & Clark Law School JD students who graduated 
in the 2018–19 year and borrowed loans was approximately $136,500. 

In the 2018–19 school year, Lewis & Clark law students received $19,548,916 in 
loans from the following sources:

Sources of Loans at Lewis & Clark 

 $11,197,501 (57%) 	 Federal Direct PLUS  
   Loans for Graduate  
   Students

 $8,167,967 (42%) 	 Federal Direct  
   Unsubsidized Loans

 $198,948 (1%) 	 Private Loans

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans Federal Direct PLUS Loans  
for Graduate Students

Not based on financial need Not based on financial need

6.07% fixed interest rate for 
2019–20 loans; 2020–21 rate 
will be set in June 2020

7.079% fixed interest rate for 
2019–20 loans; 2020–21 rate 
will be set in June 2020

Unsubsidized; interest begins accruing 
immediately

Unsubsidized; interest begins accruing 
immediately

Subject to a 1.059% origination fee if 
disbursed before 10/1/2020; the fee will 
change for loans first disbursed on or  
after that date

Subject to a 4.236% origination fee if  
disbursed before 10/1/2020; the fee will  
change for loans first disbursed on or  
after that date

$20,500 annual borrowing limit May borrow up to the cost of attendance 
minus all other financial aid

Not credit qualified A credit check is required for loan approval

Borrowers who cease to be enrolled at 
least half time have a six-month grace 
period before repayment begins.

Borrowers who cease to be enrolled at 
least half time have a six-month post-
enrollment deferment period before repay-
ment begins.



8

Financing Your Education 2020–21

Private Student Loans
Private loans tend to be some of the 
most expensive sources of funding, 
so students should carefully consider 
all federal borrowing options before 
turning to a private loan. Private 
loans, which are offered by a variety 
of lending institutions, are typically 
unsubsidized. No FAFSA is required. 
Approval is based on a review of the 
borrower’s credit history and credit 
score. The eligibility criteria, interest 
rates, fee structures, and repayment 
terms of private loans vary greatly 
from lender to lender.

Bar Study Loans
Bar study loans are credit-qualified 
private loans intended to help cover 
expenses incurred after graduation 
while a student prepares for the bar 
exam. Review information on lender 
websites for details on the loan pro-
grams. Please note that some lenders 
require a previous borrowing relation-
ship to qualify for the bar study loan.

Loan Repayment

Lewis & Clark Law School Loan 
Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP)

Our LRAP helps JD graduates take the 
public interest jobs they desire with-
out worrying about how to make their 
monthly payments on law school loans. 
There is no set cap on the amount of 
assistance an individual graduate can 
receive, and we regularly help with 
up to 100 percent of law school loan 
repayment obligations over a three- to 
five-year period depending on funds 
available.
State Bar Association Repayment 
Programs

The bar associations in many states also 
offer loan repayment assistance to new 
attorneys working in public interest 
organizations or qualified government 
agencies. Contact the bar association 
in the state where you wish to practice 
law to inquire about assistance, qualifi-
cations, and their application process.
Federal Student Loan Repayment 
Options

A variety of repayment plans are avail-
able to borrowers. Under debt-driven 
plans, the monthly payment amount is 
calculated based on total debt, inter-
est rate, and length of repayment 
period. Under income-driven plans, the 
monthly payment amount is calculated 
as a percentage of your discretionary 
income. Learn more about repayment 
options at studentaid.gov/repay. Those 
who plan to work in the public interest 
should also explore the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program.
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Cost
Lewis & Clark Law School is a private school, so tuition is the same for all students 
regardless of state of residency. 
2020-21

Tuition and fees
 Full-time  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,098
 Part-time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $37,572
Health insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBD; $3,000* in 2019–20 for 1Ls
Loan Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP) fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50
Summer school (optional)† . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,850/credit

Additional costs
Living, transportation, and personal expenses (maximum allowable) . . $25,200
Books and supplies (estimated) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,600

Living expenses vary depending on each student’s own personal needs and circum-
stances. There are many ways to reduce these costs while in law school, such as shar-
ing housing and using alternative transportation. Keep in mind that Oregon has no 
sales tax, so make some of your planned law school purchases after you relocate to 
Portland. Visit go.lclark.edu/living-expenses to see three sample 9-month budgets for 
living expenses. We also recommend that you review the Money Management sec-
tion of the Financial Aid website at go.lclark.edu/money_management.

Student borrowers should be aware that federal student loans are subject to origi-
nation fees. The fees are calculated as a percentage of the total loan amount and 
deducted from each loan disbursement. See page 6 for the percentages.

Billing and Payment
The Office of Student and Departmental Account Services divides annual charges 
in half and bills your student account before each semester. An online account 
statement will be provided when your account is billed. Our students have a variety 
of choices when settling their accounts:
• Pay the balance due in full
• Apply financial aid, including federal student loans
• Enroll in a monthly payment plan with Nelnet:Tuition Management Systems  

(TMS) at lclark.afford.com  

*Cost of student health insurance will be determined before the start of the Fall 2020 semester.
†Summer school courses are 2 to 3 credits. In addition, students can undertake summer 

externships that range from 3 to 12 credits. Many students take one or two courses over one 
summer. Students taking two summer school classes may become eligible to graduate early or to 
take part-time semesters and still graduate in three years in the full-time program.
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Contact Information
Office of Financial Aid

go.lclark.edu/fao

fao@lclark.edu
503-768-7090
503-768-7074 fax

Office of Law School Admissions

law.lclark.edu/offices/admissions

lawadmss@lclark.edu
503-768-6613
800-303-4860
503-768-6793 fax

Office of Student and Departmental 
Account Services

go.lclark.edu/student/accounts

accountservices@lclark.edu
503-768-7829
503-768-7908 fax

Federal Student Aid Information Center

studentaid.gov

FAFSA.gov

800-433-3243
Nelnet:Tuition Management Systems 
(TMS)

afford.com

service@afford.com
800-722-4867
401-921-3999

Additional Resources
AccessLex Institute, a nonprofit 
dedicated to legal education, has 
partnered with Lewis & Clark Law 
School to offer MAX by AccessLex®, 
a free personal finance program 
designed exclusively for law stu-
dents. Content is delivered through 
in-person workshops, online pro-
gramming, and one-on-one counsel-
ing. Scholarship incentives are built 
in to keep students motivated! 

Tips for Comparing  
Financial Aid Packages
When making financial aid package 
comparisons, remember to consider 
the following criteria to accurately 
compare the net costs for your 
attendance at each school:
• Estimated living expenses. Does 

the school use an average cost-
of-living rate, or the lowest rate 
recommended? Make sure to use 
the same comparative factor. 
(Lewis & Clark uses the average.)

• Scholarship terms. Is the 
scholarship renewable? Do you 
need to have a minimum GPA 
to keep your award? How many 
students lose their scholarships? 

• Tuition calculation. Is tuition 
charged per year, per semester, or 
per credit? If tuition is charged 
per credit, how many credits 
are required to graduate?

• Fees. Does the school charge 
fees beyond tuition, and is it 
clear what those fees are?
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Lewis & Clark Law School
10015 S.W. Terwilliger Boulevard
Portland, Oregon 97219
law.lclark.edu

Lewis & Clark follows the letter  
and spirit of all equal opportunity  
and civil rights laws. 

Lewis & Clark is committed to  
using resources wisely.  
go.lclark.edu/printing_practices
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90.8% Employed

Employed 2019 Grads: Where do they Work?

30%

10%
4%16%

9%

9%

6%

2%
2%

2%
1%

Small Law Firm (up to 25 attorneys)
  
Mid-Size Law Firm (26-100 attorneys)
  
Large Law Firm (over 100 attorneys)
  
Public Interest
  
Business & Industry
 
Government
  
State & Local Clerkships
  
Federal Clerkships 
 
Pursuing Graduate Degree
  
Education  
   
Professional Position
 

Total Graduates 174

Employment Statistics Class of 2019

76

11

15

28

15

15

4
4

3
2

1

Private Practice

Judicial

Business & Industry

Government

Seeking Employment

Public Interest

Continuing Education

Education

Otherwise Employed

Not Seeking Employment

Status Unknown

LEWIS & CLARK LAW SCHOOL -  
ULTIMATE BAR PASSAGE 
(AS DEFINED BY THE ABA)

Number of LC Graduates in 
2017 Who Took a Bar Exam 
Within Two Years of the Date 
of their Graduation

168
90.48%

EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS - CLASS OF 2019

EMPLOYED 2019 GRADS: WHERE DO THEY WORK?

Pass Rate for all FIrst 
Time Takers in Oregon

84%         

2019 OREGON BAR EXAM - 
FIRST TIME BAR PASSAGE 

Percentage That 
Passed the Bar

At Lewis & Clark Law School, 
career and professional 
development is an integrated 
part of each student’s law 
school curriculum and 
experience from the very 
start. Career Services works 
one-on-one with students 
beginning in their very fi rst 
year. The outcomes our 
graduates have achieved 
speak for themselves.

Lewis & Clark Law School
Our Graduates

Lewis & Clark 
Law School

84%
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