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N egotiating Contract Clauses in Case of 
Disaster

◼ Purpose of the Contract
◼ Term ination

◼ Default: at the end of a  per iod of tim e or  specific work , or  because of breach
◼ B ut can also be by:

◼ M utual agreem ent
◼ With N otice
◼ In the event of death or  frustration of the purpose of the contract

◼ Escape clauses / built-in abatem ent
◼ Force M ajeure

◼ Som ething you have no control over
◼ Delay or  term inate
◼ M ake sure it protects you!
◼ B e specific!

◼ Dispute Resolution
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I Already Have a  Contract, What N ow?

◼ N egotiate!

◼ You should star t the conver sation, acknowledge it is  no one’s  fault, pr opose ter m s you 
would be willing to accept

◼ Clause – am endm ents m ust in wr iting and signed

◼ Review your  contract

◼ Pur pose, Ter m ination, and For ce M ajeur e

◼ Lease – in the event of destr uction

◼ Dispute Resolution

◼ Last resort – breach

◼ Keep copies of your  contr act &  attem pts to negotiate

◼ Sm all cla im s cour t -- usually $10,000 or  less
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Sm all B usiness Legal Resources for  Wildfires 
and Other  Disasters

◼ https://law.lclark .edu/centers/sm all_business_legal_clinic/resources/sblc-resources/

@ sm allbiz_lc

https://law.lclark.edu/centers/small_business_legal_clinic/resources/sblc-resources/

	��Wildfire and Disaster Planning for Small Businesses: �Contracts
	Negotiating Contract Clauses in Case of Disaster
	I Already Have a Contract, What Now?
	Small Business Legal Resources for Wildfires and Other Disasters

